"I am happy to be in Michigan this morning
.  I'm happy to have my brother Scott and Sister Lynn here.  And I'm proud to have all my children and grandchildren here too. 

"Michigan is where Ann and I were born.  It is where we met and fell in love
.  I still love Ann
.  And I still love Michigan!

"During my parents' campaigns

, I visited all 83 Michigan counties
, doing my best to convince Michiganders that Romneys and Republicans could lead the state back to prosperity.

"You know my father as a business leader, a governor, and as an advocate of volunteerism.  But he came from humble roots.  He labored with lath and plaster
.  He never graduated from college.  But like many other Americans, he made his dreams come true. 

"And he made a difference
.  My father worked here to improve Detroit Schools.  He worked to write a new state constitution.  And he worked as your governor for six years to get Michigan on the move
.  His character and integrity left an impression that has lasted through the decades.

"It was Mom who did the lion's share of raising Lynn, Jane, Scott and me
.  Dad said, that as a successful Mom, she had accomplished more than he.  Later she worked in charities, in foster care, in music and the arts, and in volunteerism.  She even ran for U.S. Senate
.

"I always imagined that I would come back to Michigan someday.  That's why I took the bar exam here
. I hadn't imagined it would happen this way, but I sure have come back to Michigan today. 

"I chose this site for a number of reasons
.  It's filled with cars and memories.  Dad and I loved cars.  Most kids read the sports box scores.  Dad and I read Automotive News
.  We came here together, him teaching me about cars that were built before my time.

"The Rambler automobile he championed was the first American car designed and marketed for economy and mileage
.  He dubbed it a compact car, a car that would slay the gas-guzzling dinosaurs.  It transformed the industry.

"This place is not just about automobiles
; it is about innovation, innovation that transformed an industry, and in doing so, gave Americans a way of life our grandparents could never have imagined. 

"The DC 3 above us was the first true commercial airliner
.  It transformed aviation from a luxury to a standard mode of transportation.

"Next to us is a Ford hybrid
.  It is the first giant step away from our reliance on the gasoline engine.  It is already changing the world of transportation.

"Just outside is Thomas Edison's laboratory.  There, electricity that Benjamin Franklin discovered was transformed from a novelty into a necessity.

"Innovation and transformation have been at the heart of America's success
.  If there ever was a time when innovation and transformation were needed in government, it is now.

"We have lost faith in government
, not in just one party, not in just one house, but in government.

"We are weary of the bickering and bombast, fatigued by the posturing and self-promotion.  For even as America faces a new generation of challenges, the halls of government are clogged with petty politics and stuffed with peddlers of influence. 

"It is time for innovation and transformation in Washington.  It is what our country needs.  It is what our people deserve.

"I do not believe Washington can be transformed from within by a lifelong politician
.  There have been too many deals, too many favors, too many entanglements
…and too little real world experience managing, guiding, leading.

"I do not believe Washington can be transformed by someone who has never tried doing such a thing before, 
in any setting, by someone who has never even managed a corner store, let alone the largest enterprise in the world. 

"Throughout my life, I have pursued innovation and transformation.  It has taught me the vital lessons that come only from experience, from failures and successes, from the private, public and voluntary sectors, from small and large enterprise, from leading a state, from being in the arena
, not just talking about it.  Talk is easy, talk is cheap
.  It is doing that is hard.  And it is only in doing that hope and dreams come to life.

"This Christmas, Ann and I gathered my five sons and five daughters-in-law to ask them whether I should run for President. 

"We talked about the special time this is in the history of America – the challenges and the opportunities. We talked about the qualities that are needed in our leaders.  They were unanimous
.  They 
know our hearts.  They know our values.  They know my experience innovating and transforming, in business, in the Olympics, and in Massachusetts
.  And they know we love this country.

"And so, with them behind us, with the fine people of Michigan before us, and with my sweetheart 
beside me, I declare my intention to run for President of the United States.

"It has been said that a person is defined by what he loves and by what he believes and by what he dreams.

"I love America and I believe in the people of America. 

"I believe 
in God and I believe that every person in this great country, and every person on this grand planet, is a child of God.  We are all sisters and brothers
.

"I believe the family is the foundation of America – and that we must fight to protect and strengthen it
.

"I believe in the sanctity of human life
. 

"I believe that people and their elected representatives should make our laws, not unelected judges
.

"I believe we are overtaxed 
and government is overfed.  Washington is spending too much money.

"I believe that homeland security begins with securing our borders
.

"I believe the best days of this country are ahead of us, because…

"I believe in America!

"At this critical time, we must 1) transform our role in the world, 2) strengthen our nation, and 3) build a brighter future for the American family.

"Today, as we stare at the face of radical violent Jihad and at the prospect of nuclear epidemic, our military might should not be subject to the whims of ever-changing political agendas.  The best ally of peace is a strong America!

"Our role in the world must be defined not only in terms of our might, but also by our willingness to lead, to serve, and to share.  We must campaign for freedom and democracy in our own hemisphere, now threatened by a second aspiring strongman
.  We must extend our hand to Africa's poor and diseased and brutalized
.  We must lead the world's civilized nations in a partnership that will support moderate Muslim nations and peoples, to help them embrace principles of modernity and defeat violent Jihad. We must link arms with all responsible nations to block Iran from realizing its nuclear ambition.  America must never engage and negotiate with Jihadists
 who want to destroy us, destroy our friends, and destroy our way of life!

"Across the nation
, there is debate about our future course in Iraq.  Our desire to bring our troops home, safely and soon, is met with our recognition that if Iraq descends into all-out civil war, millions could die; that Iraq's Sunni region could become a base for Al Qaeda; that its Shia region could be seized by Iran; that Kurd tension could destabilize Turkey; and even that the broader Middle East could be drawn into conflict.  The possible implications for America and for American interests from such developments could be devastating
.  It could mean a future with far more military involvement and far more loss of American life.  For these reasons, I believe that so long as there is a reasonable prospect of success, 
our wisest course is to seek stability in Iraq, with additional troops endeavoring to secure the civilian population. 

"And no matter how Iraq is resolved, we must honor and care for the veterans who risked their lives, and for the families whose loved ones made the ultimate sacrifice.  Our nation has a sacred pact with those who defend freedom.  It is a pact we must never break!

"America must regain our standing in the world
.  Our influence must once again match our generosity. Over the entire 20th century, no nation gave more, shed more precious lives, and took less for itself than America.  Our sacrifice for freedom and for human dignity continues unabated.  But this is not the way it is seen by others.  America's goodness and leadership in the world, must be as bright and bold as our military might!

"America can also overcome our challenges and seize our abundant opportunities here at home, but only if we follow the right course.

"There are some who believe that America's strength comes from government – that challenges call for bigger government, for more regulation of our lives and livelihood, and for more protection and isolation from competition that comes from open markets
. 

"That is the path that has been taken by much of Europe
.  It is called the welfare 
state.  It has led to high unemployment and anemic job growth.  It is not the path to prosperity and leadership. 

"I believe the American people are the source of our strength.  They always have been.  They always will be.  The American people: hard working, educated, innovative, ready to sacrifice for family and country, patriotic, seeking opportunity above dependence, God-fearing, free American people.  When we need to call on the strength of America, we should strengthen the American people, not the American government!

"We strengthen the American people by giving them more freedom, by letting them keep more of what they earn, by making sure our schools are providing the skills our children will need for tomorrow, and by keeping America at the leading edge of innovation and technology.

"Our government has become a weight on the American people, sapping their strength and slowing their climb. We must transform our government – to become a government that is smaller and less bureaucratic, one with fewer regulations and more freedom for our people
.  The innovation we need today is to make government more responsive to the needs of everyday American citizens.  It's time to put government in its place, and to put the American people first! 

"At America's core are millions of individual families: families of children and parents, aunts and uncles and cousins, grandparents, foster parents
.  There is no work more important for our nation's future than the work done in the home.

"But the work done in the home isn't getting easier.  Values and morals that have long shaped the development of our children are under constant attack
.  In too many cases, schools are failing.  For some, healthcare is inadequate.  Family expenses and government taxes take a larger and larger bite.  America cannot continue to lead the family of nations if we fail the families at home. 

"How is the American family made stronger?  With marriage before children
.  With a mother and a father in the life of every child.  With healthcare that is affordable and portable
.  With schools that succeed.  With taxes that are lower.  And with leaders who strive to demonstrate enduring values and morality.

"This was the agenda I pursued as Governor of Massachusetts.  This is the agenda I will pursue if elected President.

"When I was a boy, the American dream meant a house in the suburbs
.  The American dream today must mean more than a house.  The new American dream should include a strong family, enduring values, excellence in education, dependable and affordable healthcare, secure employment and secure retirement, and a safe and prosperous homeland
.  It's time to build a new American dream for all of America's families.  

"How will this new American dream be built?  Our hopes and dreams will inspire us, for we are an optimistic people.  But hope 
alone is just crossing fingers, when what we need is industrious hands
.  It is time for hope and action.  It is time to do, as well as to dream!

"As we look around us in this museum, we see the evidence of American innovation – airplanes, automobiles, appliances.  But these are not America's greatest innovation.  America's greatest innovation is freedom.  Without freedom, we have nothing. With freedom, nothing can hold us back.

"Freedom has made the American dream possible.  Freedom will make the new American dream possible.  And with the work, sacrifice, and greatness of spirit of the American people, freedom has made America – and will keep America – the greatest nation on earth. God bless America

�Gov. Romney does not lie, but he surely omits one facet of his condition: It is very, very cold outside. 


�High school sweet hearts. Romney wanted to attend Stanford; Ann got accepted to BYU. So Mitt Romney followed her. 


�According to friends of the couple, they never fight, never have cross words with other, and remain very affectionate. 


�His father was a three term governor; his mother ran  unsuccessfully for the Senate in 1970. 


�(as a pro-choicer)


�Will he visit all 99 counties in Iowa? It’s a right of passage. Gentry Collins, his Iowa state director, is already planning the tour. 


�According to Wikipedia, Lath and plaster is a building process used mainly for interior walls in the United States until the late 50s. 


�Two clichés in a row. Now – we use many clichés in the course of a day, but we kinda think a presidential speech ought to be a little less conventional, no? Way back when Cicero orated before the Senate, did he ever use a Latin cliché? (Really – we don’t know).	


�We won’t even bother, although “on the move” suggestively refers to the auto industry. 


�Translation: “I grew up in a traditional mid-century family.” 


�Ok, it was a little untraditional. 


� And scored very high. He would leave Michigan shortly thereafter to attend Harvard Business School and Harvard Law School. The Michigan Democratic Party had this retort: " Romney left Michigan after high school in the 1960s and never lived in the state again. Since leaving Michigan for good, Romney has called Massachusetts, California, Utah and France home."


�It’s in Michigan, not Massachusetts or Utah. And it’s a cool-looking place that evokes innovation and technology. 


�Still a top trade publication. � HYPERLINK "http://www.autonews.com/" ��http://www.autonews.com/�





�This is true. George Romney was a conserver before conservation was cool.  The Rambler ran  a theretofore unheard of 25 miles per gallon . 


�Clearly: it’s called the Henry Ford museum.  The National  Jewish Defense Council reminded the press of Mr. Ford’s anti-Semitism.  


�Kind of. It was the first true transamerican airliner, capable of very comfortable flights across the country. In 1947, DC 3s were used in the Berlin Airlift. And their stubby design influenced the jets of today.


�Chicken and egg: if Ford makes more hybrids, will more people buy hybrids? Will demand follow supply? BTW: did you know you get a tax credit for buying a hybrid vehicle? 





�The exordium – or introduction,  – took Romney approximately one sixth of the allotted space for his speech.   He established his time and place and why he belongs in said time and place.  And now…  the narration – the part of the speech will Romney will give his account of why America is where it is. 


�Why?


�Romney is not a big government conservative. But he is not a no- government conservative either. Political taxonomists will have to make up a new phrase to describe his beliefs about government. Over the next few months, he’ll propose a variety of new initiatives that will require the government to spend money in some way. 


�This line reads better than it sounds. The hard assonance of the nouns 


�Heck, I’ve only been a politician for four years.  But John McCain isn’t a likelong politician either. 


�Barack Obama could comfortable recite this line. 


�Obama could NOT deliver this line. 


�A phrase freighted with presidential connotations. 


�Words without deeds are mere words. Also: don’t listen to what I said – listen to what I did. 


�Again with the clichés. 


�A fact confirmed by Tagg Romney in an interview with the Hotline. Of course, if it wasn’t unanimous, would Romney say “It was unanimous, except for Tagg?”


�We’re not sure what the antecedent is. 


�Briefly: Bain, venture capitalist, the ’02 Olympics, a budget deficit in Massachusetts


�Ann Romney is one of her husband’s best assets, and she plans to be a constant companion to him on the trail. 


�Believe it or not, there is legal heft behind these words. Within 10 days of such a declaration, Romney would have to file paperwork with the FEC if he’s spent any money campaigning. Of course, Romney already has an account. 





In classical oratory, this sentence is equivalent to the partitio – or the course of action that the speech proscribes. 


�The repetition of phrases at the beginning of a sentence is a figure of rhetoric known as epanaphora. 


�Translation:  it doesn’t matter what religion we hold dear, we’re all part of the same human family. Also: tolerance. 


�Translation: a federal marriage amendment, and, we presume, tougher divorce laws and significant reform of adoption laws. Maybe – tax credits for families?


� I’m pro-life. Now, at least. 


�Don’t you ever tell me that opposition to same-sex marriage is based on prejudice. 


�It’s unclear whether Romney will propose significant personal income tax cuts. He did sign Grover Norquist’s pledge – reluctantly. 


�Red meat, but a little discordant. Doesn’t homeland security begin with, you know, rooting out terrorists within? Democrats would say something equally as parochial, like “I believe that homeland security begins with our first responders.” 


�Who would disagree?


�The president of Iran. Would Romney endorse unilateral action if it meant stopping Iran from acquiring the ability to use a nuclear weapon? 


�A reference to Darfur, and to disease and health on the continent. Romney will flesh out these ideas in a speech later this fall. 


�That’s why I, as governor, refused to provide state police protection for Mohammed Khatami’s visit to Harvard.  What does Romney think of the proposed North Korea compromise?


�Around the world…everybody have fun tonight. 


�This section includes the confirmatio/refutatio parts of the speech. Romney lays out his own arguments and defends them against perceived attacks.


�Romney here and elsewhere does not define a reasonable probability of success. 


�A standing which even many Republicans believe was damaged by the war in Iraq. 


�It’s not clear what Romney would do to restore America’s reputation. 


�Democrats.. Hillary.  And Pat Buchanan. 


�Romney speaks fluent French. 


�Red meat phrase. 


�Presidents have tried and failed to make government smaller. Will Romney propose an across-the-board budget cut on discretionary spending? Will he eliminate government departments?


�Lots of single parents and gay parents too.  


�Romney says this often. It’s not clear what he means to imply. Secularists? Homosexuals? Liberals? 


�Romney promoted abstinence education in the final two years of his gubernatorial term. 


�Portability is the news here. 


�Or Marilyn Monroe. 


�A Democrat could easily say this, too. 


�Take that, Obama


�An allusion to manual labor?


�Sigh. 


�The peroration. 





